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is not the dwelling of the Great Spirit, nor do they sup-
pose that they shall ever dwell in his immediate presence,
but in a terrestrial paradise.

They are taught also from childhood that the soul of a
departed relative who has been murdered cannot rest until
the friends have revenged his death; this therefore is con-
stantly present to their minds, and regard for that friend
and desire for the rest of his soul keeps them in a constant
state of disquietude until revenge is taken. To forgive an
injury done by an enemy is no part of their religion.

The Sabbath.

They have no knowledge or tradition respecting the
Sabbath, or that one part of the time is to be regarded as any
more sacred than the rest. But twice a year in the month
of Feb. and also in the fall the precise time being ascer-
tained by inspecting the entrails of the deer, they have
sacred feasts for which the most choice things are reserved
or sought for to eat, and the most sacred songs are sung
such as are not made use of on other occasions. There is
also a feast of thanksgiving when the corn becomes fit for
roasting: so scrupulous are they in respect to it that a
child will not touch either corn or beans although he may
be hungry, until after the feast is held.

I received many contradictory statements from different
individuals and where I felt any doubt respecting the truth
of any statement I have carefully omitted it or else have
given what appeared to be the most probable. Still in some
things future investigation may show that I am either mis-
taken or was misinformed. From the time I went amongst
them until the present I have felt an earnest, longing de-
sire to have a mission established amongst them. Nothing
but the gospel exerting over them its purifying and be-
nign effects can arrest even the dreadful work of destruc-
tion which is now going on so rapidly amongst them, as
well as save a single soul from death. Often when looking
at their condition I felt somewhat of that stirring of spirit
which Paul felt at Athens but I could not speak O-jib-wa



